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Dr Alexander O’Hara is a Research Fellow of the Institut für Mittelalterforschung 
in the Austrian Academy of Sciences.

Professor Ian Wood is Professor of Early Medieval History in the Institute for 
Medieval Studies at the University of Leeds.

Jonas of Bobbio
Life of Columbanus, Life of John of Réomé, and 

Life of Vedast
 Alexander O’Hara and Ian Wood

Jonas of Bobbio was an Italian monk, author, and abbot, active in Lombard 
Italy and Merovingian Gaul during the seventh century. He is known as 
the author of the Life of Columbanus and His Disciples, that charts the 
remarkable journey of the Irish exile and monastic founder, Columbanus (d. 
615), through Western Europe, as well as the monastic movement initiated 
by him and his Frankish successors in the Merovingian kingdoms. In the 
years following Columbanus’s death numerous new monasteries were 
built by his successors in Francia that transformed the inter-relationship 
between monasteries and secular authorities in the Early Middle Ages. 
Jonas also wrote two other, occasional works set in the late fi fth 
and sixth centuries: the Life of John, the abbot and founder of the 
monastery of Réomé in Burgundy, and the Life of Vedast, the fi rst 
bishop of Arras and a contemporary of Clovis. Both works provide 
perspectives on how the past Gallic monastic tradition, the role of 
bishops, and the Christianization of the Franks were perceived in Jonas’s 
time. This volume presents the fi rst complete English translation of 
all of Jonas of Bobbio’s saints’ Lives with detailed notes and scholarly 
introduction that will be of value to all those interested in this period.
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• First English translation of The Life of John of Réomé — an 
important text as it adds to our knowledge of the monastic 
movement to which the Life of Columbanus belongs. 

• Ian Wood is considered to be the world expert on the text.
• Commentary draws on recent archaeological discoveries at 

Luxeuil, Columbanus’ most important foundation in Francia, 
which have revolutionised our understanding of the saint’s actual 
impact.

Jonas of Bobbio was an Italian monk, author, and abbot, active in 
Lombard Italy and Merovingian Gaul during the seventh century. 
He is known as the author of the Life of Columbanus and His 
Disciples, that charts the remarkable journey of the Irish exile and 
monastic founder, Columbanus (d. 615), through Western Europe, 
as well as the monastic movement initiated by him and his Frankish 
successors in the Merovingian kingdoms. In the years following 
Columbanus’s death numerous new monasteries were built by 
his successors in Francia that transformed the inter-relationship 
between monasteries and secular authorities in the Early Middle Ages. 
Jonas also wrote two other, occasional works set in the late fi fth 
and sixth centuries: the Life of John, the abbot and founder of the 
monastery of Réomé in Burgundy, and the Life of Vedast, the fi rst 
bishop of Arras and a contemporary of Clovis. Both works provide 
perspectives on how the past Gallic monastic tradition, the role of 
bishops, and the Christianization of the Franks were perceived in Jonas’s 
time. This volume presents the fi rst complete English translation of all 
of Jonas of Bobbio’s saints’ Lives with detailed notes and scholarly 
introduction that will be of value to all those interested in this period.
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